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Honoring Those We Love 
 
It’s that time of the year again. Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, graduations, wed-
dings and other special days. It’s time to stand shoulder-to-shoulder in the card 
aisle, trying to find the right words, the right picture, the right “something” to ex-
press how we feel. Should be we silly or serious? How about a musical card? 
There are so many ways to say “I love you” and “best wishes.” 
 
As you conduct your search for the perfect card, please think of CASA’s chil-
dren. One week old *Tyler will spend these special holidays in the care of a fos-
ter family. His parents have been unable to provide a safe home for his siblings. 
What will be his fate? How will five children in another family feel? Their mother 
abandoned them. Their father has severely neglected them. A young teenage 
girl is pregnant with her first child. What does this Mother’s Day, and all the 
other days of the year, hold for her and her baby? On behalf of these children, 
CASA volunteers will be searching . . . not for the "perfect" card, but safe, per-
manent homes.  
 
This year, honor those who have made a difference in your life in a very special 
way. Please make a donation to Jackson County CASA. Tell us who should 
receive the acknowledgement. We’ll send them a card announcing your gift rec-
ognizing them as someone special in your life. Make it possible for more chil-
dren like Tyler to have a CASA volunteer stand up with them and be their strong 
voice in court.  
 
Remember CASA. Have a perfect celebration!   
                                                                                                                   (*name changed to protect child’s identity) 

  
Welcome to our 

 New CASA Volunteers 
 

After completing CASA’S 30 hours 
of required training, 20 new CASA 
volunteers were sworn in on 
March 7, 2007.  The ceremony 
was conducted by Jackson County 
Family Court Commissioner Geof-
frey Allen.  The new special advo-
cates are: David Ashlock, Chris Christensen, Katherine Cushing, Debra Dyson, Kris-
ten Ellis Johnson, Ahyna Gaston, Carrie Hampton, Darren Jones, Christopher Kurtz, 
Heather Lambirth, Freddie Malone, Deborah Maples, Howard Mayer ,Rudy Papen-
fuhs, Gale Perkins, Marsha Ramsey, Ruth Saale, Harold Siglar, Tracy Whitt, and 
John Wyatt III.   
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Congratulations Carole Dyer for being selected as one of the  
2007 Legal Leaders of the year. 



 
Notes from the Board President   

by Joseph (Joe) C. Coulter, Jr.  
CASA Volunteer, President, Jackson County CASA Board of Directors 

 
We’ve all read the headlines or watched in horror as local TV reporters detail yet another soul-
numbing case of child abuse in Kansas City. We’ve heard the reporter’s version of the latest  inci-
dent of a serious injury, starvation, molestation, rape or even death of one or more of these pre-
cious young lives. Unfortunately, as most citizens hear these stories they just eventually sort them 
out of their memory. They leave the story with just a fleeting thought as to how tragic child abuse or neglect can 
be. Many simply can’t process the reality that these cases exist, much less that they exist by the hundreds in our 
community.   
 
In the past, when I heard such reports, I would mentally shudder - wish I could do something to help these  
children, consider that I couldn’t, and then gradually ease away from the whole matter. Three years ago I heard 
about a national organization named Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA). A good friend told me about 
CASA and invited me to an event in Kansas City named “Light of Hope”. During that single inspiring event, I 
found a way for members of this great community to genuinely help children who have already suffered too 
much. I saw an opportunity to make a positive difference in a child’s life and became a volunteer. I’ve joined a 
team of a hundred and fifty other child advocates in Jackson County in support of this great cause.   
 
This month, once again, I had the pleasure of attending the “Light of Hope” 2007 event for Jackson County 
CASA. Over five hundred concerned members of our community heard the many uplifting and wonderful  
messages, including those from three members of a truly heroic family. Anne Barrett, and children A.J. and  
Jennifer, shared their unique and heart-warming life stories in support of our CASA mission. Their words  
reaffirmed our fundamental cause - to use our resources and advocates to make a meaningful difference in the 
lives of children who really need our help. Their testimony strongly reinforced our responsibility, and charge, to 
protect the lives of these innocent victims who are incapable of protecting themselves. “Light of Hope 2007” 
was, once again, a tremendous success due to the many great people and their organizations who support us. 
I’d like to extend special thanks to Phil Witt, Nick Garcia, the Barrett family, our sponsors and financial support-
ers, our dedicated volunteers, our amazing staff, our event planning committee, and every individual who, at any 
level, helps sustain CASA of Jackson County. What greater cause could challenge us than to help children who 
need us… let’s keep this light burning!  
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Coming Soon  
2nd Annual Carnival for CASA 

 
Mark your calendars now for the 2nd Annual Carnival for 
CASA! This friend-raising, fundraising – and just plain 
fun! - benefit for Jackson County CASA is set for Satur-
day, September 8, 2007 at Paradise Park in Lee’s 
Summit, Missouri. Enjoy the Park’s family entertain-
ment center, video arcade, bumper car track, 
go carts, miniature golf . . . and so much 
more! If you would like information on how 
you or your business can join the festivities 
and support CASA, please contact  
Kelly Willoughby, Executive Director,           
at 816-842-2272.  

Dining In - In Kansas City 
The Greater KC Kappa Alpha Theta 
Alumnae Chapter’s cookbook, Dining 
In–Kansas City, is still available for 
purchase at the CASA office. This 
hardcover, 3-ring binder cookbook 
would make a great gift for Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day, graduations, wed-
dings and other special occasions. 
Primary beneficiaries of the cookbook 
sales are the CASA programs of 
Jackson County and the Johnson/
Wyandotte Counties of Kansas. To 
purchase your copy, an $18 value, 
please contact the CASA office at 
816-842-2272 ext. 200. 

*********************************************************************************************************
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JACKSON COUNTY CASA 
Family Justice Center 

625 E. 26th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64108 

Phone: 
(816) 842-CASA (2272) 

Fax: 
(816) 842-7788 

We’re on the web! 
Visit us at: 

www.jacksoncountycasa-mo.org 

The CASA Administrative  
Office is Moving. 

 
After 8+ years in our current location, the Jackson 
County CASA office will be moving – right next 
door! 2544 Holmes is going to be CASA’s new 
home. The larger space will  better accommodate 
our growing “family” of staff and volunteers and 
we’ll still be within easy walking distance of the 
Family Court building. There’s even a large train-
ing room in the remodeled basement. We’re so 
excited! The move should be completed by May 
15th. Mark your calendars for an Open House 
on Friday, June 29th, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. If you 
would like to know more about the move and how 
you can help – and we need your help! – please 
contact the CASA office, 816.842.2272 ext. 0  
as soon as possible or visit our website at 
         www.jacksoncountycasa-mo.org.  

Special Thanks to  MARCIT and 
Seigfreid, Bingham, Levy, Selzer, & Gee  

Terry Anderson of the Mid-America Regional Council receives 
The View and shared it with co-worker, Debbie Sprehe. Deb-
bie read the article about CASA’s need for furniture donations 
and knew MARCIT could help. Terry and Debbie contacted 
Janice Chronister, Executive Assistant for MARCIT. Janice 
contacted CASA . . . and the rest is history!  Two beautiful 
desks, a credenza and a computer desk 
are now being used by the very grateful 
CASA staff.  Special thanks to Mark 
Brady and Jeremy Willoughby who do-
nated their time – and muscle power! – 
as furniture movers. (Pictured Right are 
Janice Chronister and Kevin Parr of 
MARCIT) 
 
 
Many thanks to the law firm of Seigfreid Bing-
ham Levy Selzer & Gee for donating 17 inch 
computer monitors to the CASA office. What a 
difference a larger screen makes! The CASA staff is grateful 
to Barbara Ragan who contacted us about making the dona-
tion and then coordinated pickup of these items. A big thank 
you is in order to Jeremy Ackerman who helped with loading. 
(Pictured Above Right: Barbara Ragan) 

  WISH LIST 
Locking lateral file cabinets 
Conference table chairs 
Reception area chairs 
Copy paper 


